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of apoplexy or paralytic stroke is accom-
panied by a loss of motion on one side of the
body, usually in the extremities and in the
muscles of the face and tongue. It is fre-
quently caused by the forming of a blood
clot in the brain.
Paralysis is sometimes cured by electrical
treatments, massage and similar measures,
but the treatment in each case depends upon
the nature of the ailment. The treatments
that are used to remedy paralysis following
infantile paralysis and meningitis should be
persisted in for months if necessary. See
infantile paralysis; meningitis.
PARAMARIBO, surinam, the capital
and chief center of trade of the colony, is
about sixteen miles above the mouth of the
Surinam. It is a well-built city and is the
center of the Dutch West Indian trade. Its
chief exports are sugar, rum, molasses and
rubber. Population, about 50,000. Surinam
was formerly called Dutch Guiana.
PARANA, pah rah nah', a river of South
America, the largest on the continent except
the Amazon. It is formed by the union of
the Rio Grande and the Paranahyba rivers,
and early in its course forms the boundary
between Brazil and Paraguay. Sweeping
around the southern end of the latter coun-
try, it separates it from Argentina, through
which it flows in its lower course, and finally
discharges into the Plata, an inlet of the At-
lantic. About 1,800 miles from its mouth it
is joined by the Paraguay, its largest trib-
utary.
It is one of the most important water sys-
tems in the world, and its drainage area is
nearly equal to that of the Mississippi. Sea-
going vessels ascend 400 miles, and smaller
steamers 1,000 miles. Several hundred miles
from the Plata the Parana begins to divide
into two parallel channels, and its total width
near its mouth is thirty miles. Above its
confluence with the Paraguay the river
plunges over a great escarpment—the Falls
of Guayra. It then rushes through a deep
rocky gorge and is "broken by rapids. One of
its tributaries, the Iguazzu, enters it at Igu-
azzu Falls, a magnificent cataract which
rivals Niagara in volume and beauty.
PAR'ASITE, a plant or an animal which
attaches itself to some other plant or animal
and draws its nourishment therefrom. Some
animal parasites such as tapeworms and
trichina live on the interior of the body, in-
habiting some particular organ; while others,
such as ticks, fleas, lice, live on the outside.
Among the most destructive of vegetable
parasites are smut, which is a good example
of internal vegetable parasite, rust and mil-
dew. Parasites are always injurious to the
host, or body on which they live, causing de-
pletion of strength and sometimes death.
Mistletoe, widely distributed throughout the
southern part of the United States, is one of
the largest of tree parasites. Dodder, an-
other common vegetable parasite, is injurious
to clover and alfalfa. See botany, subhead
Uninvited Guests.
PARASITIC DISEASES, diseases pro-
duced by parasitic animals or plants. See
bacteria and bacteriology; diseases of
plants.
PARCEL POST, or fourth-class mail, is
that branch of the United States post office
system that transmits all parcels over 8
ounces in weight containing circulars, books,
catalogs and other matter wholly in print,
together with merchandise, farm and factory
products, seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, scions
and plants and all other mailable matter not
embraced in the first and second classes. The
same matter in parcels weighing 8 ounces or
less is embraced in third-class mail.
The limit of weight is 70 pounds, with a
lesser weight for places in the Philippines
outside of Manila. The limit in size is 100
inches in length and girth combined.
Invoices may be included with merchan-
dise, also a card of greetings such as, "Merry
Christmas." Public library books may bear
printed or written marks used in keeping rec-
ords and may be sent at a special low rate
within state boundaries.
A first class letter with required postage
attached may be affixed to a parcel on the
address side. Parcels may be sealed if the
prescribed inscription authorizing opening
the parcel for inspection is printed on the
wrapper.
Meat and meat products are mailable sub-
ject to meat inspection laws. Game food,
skins, plumage, etc., are mailable when the
game is lawfully killed and the products are
in good shipping condition.
Mailing rates may be learned at any post
office. Utmost care is required in wrapping
and addressing parcels. They may be insured
or sent C. 0. D. A mere certificate of mail-
ing may be obtained at a cost of one cent
per parcel. Special bailing and special de-
livery involve small additional costs.

